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P.P.U. MESSAGE 
TO MR. GANDHI 


MPHE following cable was sent 
to Mr. Gandhi on Thursday 
of last week, signed by Dr. Alex 
Wood, national chairman of the 
Peace Pledge Union: 


MEMBERS PEACE PLEDGE 
UNION CONGRATULATE INDIA 
YOUR RELEASE PRAY YOU 
CONTINUE OVERCOME ALL 
AGGRESSIONS WITHOUT 
VIOLENCE, 


CHURCHES’ CONCERN 


Archbishop leads deputation 
to Mr. Amery 


iPHE Archbishop of Canterbury led 

" a deputation from the British 
Council of Churches which saw Mr. 
Amery, Secretary of State for India, 
on May 17, and presented a resolution 
expressing great concern “gt the 
political deadlock in India and at the 
growing alienation and _ distrust 
between the Indian and the British 
peoples.” 

While welcoming “the reiteration 
by the Viceroy, in hig recent speech 
to the Indian Legislature, of the 
promise of complete self-government 
for India,” the resolution urged that 
“in spite of all difficulties, the 
Government should provide facilities 
for renewed consultation between the 
leaders of all Indian parties, even 
while some are still interned, believ- 
ing that this is a necessary condition 
of any real progress towards a-settle- 
ment.” 

In reply to the deputation (reported 
The Times, May 18) Mr. Amery dealt 
fully with the present situation in 
India and expressed his appreciation 
of the opportunity of a frank ex- 
change of views with the council. 

A demand for the release of all the other 
detained Congress leaders was made in a letter 
to the press this week, signed by Clifford 
Curzon, Beatrix Lehmann, George Orwell, 
Edward Thompson, and four others. 
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Europe itself. 


IN FRANCE 


It seems to have inspired a leaflet in which, 
News, 
“France’s underground army is appealing to 
German soldiers to overthrow Hitler at the 
eleventh hour and fight alongside the French { 
The leaflet, printed in German and 
distributed among occupying troops, refers to 
the “hopeless military situation” of the Reich, 


according to the Evening 


people.” 


and adds: 


We appeal to you German soldiers: The German 
and French peoples want one thing only. 


German and French peoples have 
—Hitler. 


Turn back at the eleventh hour. 
a true son of your homeland and free it from Hitler. 


Common people still refuse 
‘to hate their ‘‘enemies”’ 


HE ideal ‘of friendship and solidarity be- 
tween the common people of Europe is still 
not dead, even in Germany and occupied 


Gestapo,” 
papers. 
quoted: 


and foreign workers in Germany against the 
described 
One of.these, Le Franctireur, was 


in French underground 


Opposition in German workers’ circles frequently 
takes the form of co-operation with foreign workers. 


May 17, 


The 
only one enemy 


Show yourself Labour delegate. 


Then bonds of friendship will unite us again, and 
the free French people and the liberated German 


people will celebrate their reconciliation. 

An attempt to spread defeatism among occupying 
troops is a form of propaganda to be expected, but the 
passages quoted above go beyond the usual phrases of 
“political warfare” in their expressions of solidarity. 


IN GERMANY 


The same Evening News report told of 
number of cases of co-operation between German 


clear decision. 


How will Britain “live by 


her wits” ? 


PTPHERE is a sound of many 
voices prophesying the eco- 
nomic future of Britain. They 
are not very harmonious. 

Mr. Lyttleton tells us what we have 
been told before: that we need to in- 
erease our export trade by 50 per 
cent. over pre-war in order to main- 
tain aur present standard of living 


(Times, May 20). Lord Selborne says: 
“Britain will have to live by her wits. That 

ean only be achieved by private enterprise, and 

there must be big rewards for big abilities.” 


Britain living by her wits is not a 
pretty picture; but perhaps Lord Sel- 
borne forgot the moral aura of the 
phrase. 

Anyhow, the wits are to be employed 
in increasing the export trade by 50 
per cent., and the individuals in whom 
the wits reside will be encouraged to 
the task by the “glittering prizes” of 
capitalist society. 

Now—to be concrete—one little bit 
of the pre-war export trade consisted 


19-YEAR-OLD SOLDIERS : THE 
HISTORY OF A PLEDGE 


QN May 9 Colonel Greenwell, MP, 

asked the Secretary of State for 
War in the Commons whether any 
change was being made in the 
minimum age at which soldiers may 
be sent overseas. 

“It has been the policy of the 
Government that men serving in the 
Army shall not be sent overseas be- 
fore they are 19 years of age,” wrote 
Sir James Grigg in reply. “The 
Government has now decided that the 
age limit shall. be reduced to enable 
men to be drafted abroad at any time 
after attaining the age of 18 years 
and 6 months,” 

This was an unsatisfactory and 
indirect way of saying that the 
Government proposed to disregard an 
earlier pledge to the Commons on 
this subject. 


USED TO BE 20 


Originally the Government promised 
that lads drafted into the Army under 
the National Service Act would not be 
sent, abroad younger than 20. On 
Dec. 2, 1941, the Prime Minister asked 
the House to release, the Govern- 
ment “from this restrictive pledge.” 
“There is no reason,” he said, “why 
it should apply to the Army above the 
age of 19.” The Government’s desire 
to he ‘released from the pledge, 
athough they wished to adhere to it, 
as far as possible, was repeated by 
Mr. Bevin eight days later. 


On Oct. 22, 1942, Mr. Bevin stated 
that by proclamation that day men 
were required to register at 18, and 
added: 

“IT should like to make it clear that the 
reduction in the age of calling-up does not 
affect the minimum age, namely 19, at which 
men called up to the Army are posted for 
service abroad.” 


NEW PROMISE GIVEN 


Another National ‘Service Bill was 
before the Commons on Dec, 8, 1942, 
when Mr. Bevin said: 


“We do not propose to reduce the age of 
going overseas below 19. That age stands oe 


This Bill reduced the registration 
age to 17 years 8 months, and Mr. 
Ellis Smith reluctantly accepted this 
for the Labour Party, on the under- 
standing “that the Minister has 
reiterated the assurance given . , . 
since the beginning of the war that 
no man under 19 years of age will be 
forced to go overseas” with the Army. 

Mrs. Hardie asked Sir James Grigg 
last week (May 16) “why that pledge 
has now been broken.” Sir James 
merely referred her to his answer of 
May 9. When Mrs. Hardie went on to 
ask why the Government had not 
followed the course taken on the pre- 
vious occasion, when the age was 


reduced and the Prime Minister asked 
the House for permission to do so, 


Sir James replied: 
“I thonght I was, in giving that last answer” 
(ie., that on May 9) “consulting the House.” 


Observer’s 


Commentary 


in the export of cotton piece goods to 
Ceylon. A trade correspondent in the 
Manchester Guardian laments that 
Britain now exports no cotton goods 
to Ceylon, but that USA is sending 
during the present year 7 million 
yards. How are the wits to remedy 
this situation? 

By making cotton piece goods that 
are, quality for quality, cheaper than 
those offered by USA or Indian textile 
manufacturers. Since the cost of 
the raw materials is presumably the 
same, the savings have to be made 
on the costS of production. Labour 
costs are higher in USA: much lower 
in India. The productivity of labour 
is higher in USA owing to the size 
and efficiency of the industrial unit. 
If these are roughly equalized in 
Britain and USA, Britain will under- 
sell USA, but how will she undersell 
India, re-equipped as she will be with 
new textile machinery? 

Something other than big abilities 
is required to overcome the difficulty: 
either a preferential tariff in Ceylon 
discriminating against USA and 
India; or a bilateral trade agreement. 
Why rich rewards should be payable 
to the manufacturers in either case, 
I do not know. 


Precept and practice 


Bvt at this point we hear the voice 
20) of Mr. Cordell Hull (Times, May 


“Above all, provision must be made for the 
reduction or removal of unreasonable trade 
barriers and for the abandonment of trade 
discriminations in all forms.” 

‘Certainly, Mr. Hull has first to con- 
vert the USA manufacturers to that 
doctrine. There is not the faintest 
indication that the USA intends to 
abandon any portion of the Hawley- 
Smoot tariff. On the other hand, the 
increase in the production of USA is 
positively fantastic. A single example 
will suffice. USA production of mer- 
chant shipping during 1943 was 193 
million tons: 26 times what it was in 
1941! 

What will it be used for? The only 
answers I can see are: (1) it will be 
permanently laid up in_the Hudson 
River; or (2) that it will be used to 
transport the goods which, since the 
USA will not allow anyone to pay 
with goods, she will obligingly give 
away. 


A limiting’ factor 


TT HIS basie situation is not altered 
by the monetary agreement of the 
(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


The underground Press has only local significance 
in Germany, but we would draw attention to a paper 
which has regularly appeared in Berlin since 1942. 

It. is called The Interna} Front, and carries a supple- 
ment in French for French war prisoners. 


AT THE LL.O. 


At the recent ILO Conference in Philadelphia, Robert 
Watt, the US Labour delegate, declared that had the 
peoples of US or Britain been faced by the same circum- 
stances as the German people, they would have behaved 
in much the same fashion. 
better and no worse than those of the United Nations. 
He urged that trade unions should be restored to them. 
He was supported by William Clarey, the Australian 


The German people were no 


IN BRITAIN 


The Daily Mirror, May 16, records that 41.7 per cent. 
of its correspondents, answering the question “Are the 
Germans criminals or fools?” believe that the cause of 
war cannot be fixed on Germany’s millions of ordinary 
men and women; 50 per cent. believe in German guilt as 
opposed to purely Nazi guilt; and 8.8 per cent. reach no 


‘cc (A Gallup Survey reported in the News Chronicle on Dec. 7, 1940, 
a showed that 52 per cent. regarded the German people as their enemies, 
and 48 per cent. the Nazi Government.) . 


A BELGIAN SAYS : 
Only a just 
peace now can 


avoid chaos 
By G. Jensen 


The author is a Belgian who, although 
over military age in 1940, followed the 
Belgian Government into exile. Since 
then, however, events have driven him 
to the view that this war has no other 
object but the maintenance of the 
capitalist régime. He is not, however, 
a pacifist in the sense that he would 
never fight. 


T may seem worse than use- 
less to state again the case 
for a negotiated peace at a 

time when the Second Front is 
about to be launched, bringing 
the bloodiest slaughter in the 
world’s history. 


But this is only a superficial view, 
and as there is some possibility that 
the anticipated “blitz” invasion may 
end in a gigantic stalemate, the prin- 
ciple of negotiation may have its 
ultimate chance to prevail, for the 
eonsequent suffering will compel 
some hard thinking about the funda- 
mental questions, “What are we 
fighting for?” and “What will victory 
bring?” 

{Up to the time of the landings in 
North Africa, the great mass of 
people (who judge by facts rather 
than by academic discussion and 
subtle reasoning), naively believed 
that the war was being fought for 
freedom against oppression, for 
democracy against fascism—making 
democracy, of course, synonymous 

(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


UNHOLY SMOKE 


A READER (who appropriately signs him- 
self Virginian) has given up smoking for 
a month in order to put aside the savings for 
the Peace News Fund, and challenges as many 
readers as possible to follow his example. 
“Any backsliding during the month could be 
corrected by fining oneself 2s. 6d. for each 
packet of cigarettes or ounce of tobacco.” 

Naturally, this severe proposal has our warm 
support, But since we have a deep fellow 
feeling with the devotees of my Lady Nicotine 
we should he well content if as many as pos- 
sible would reduce their smoking by one-half 
for a month and send us the proceeds, It is 
worth remembering that nine-tenths of the 
price of tobacco is a direct contribution to 
H.M. Exchequer. 

Contributions since May 12: 
Total to date: £5,385 4s. 1d. 

THE EDITOR 

Please makes cheques, ete., payable to Peace 
News, Ltd., and addresa them to the 
Accountant, Peace News, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


£18 88. 10d. 
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“PEACE NEWS 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
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All letters on other than editorial matters 
should be addressed to the Manager 


Towards European 


unity 
IPHE declaration with which the 
recent Imperial Conference 


crowned its labours showed plainly 
enough that it has not been possible 
to agree on any closer constitutional 


form of association between the 
member-nations of the Common- 
wealth. They were unwilling to 
forego any of their independence. 
That is not so lamentable as it 
sounds. The voluntary surrender of 
national sovereignty on which 


political idealists are wont to insist 
as the indispensable condition of a 
world-organization of peace is very 
much more difficult than it is made to 
appear. Even in the United States 
of America it took a protracted and 
bloody civil war to achieve it. 

The reluctance of the member- 
nations of the 'British Commonwealth 
to enter into closer constitutional 
association is a salutary reminder 
that it is highly improbable that 
other nations will do what they feel 
unable to do. So improbable, indeed, 
that it is best to regard it as outside 
the range of practical politics. The 
United States of Europe, which 
Smuts put before us recently as the 
goal of enlightened political effort, 


may be long in coming. 

“Burope (he said) must not be carved up, 
atomized, and reduced to a helpless chaos of 
fragments. Rather should she receive a new 
stable structure as the United States or Com- 
monwealth of Europe, a proud erect stature, 
an integrity and self-respect which will enable 
her once more to be the custodian of the rights 
and freedoms to which she herself gave birth.” 


It is a noble vision, and not 
necessarily an unattainable one. But 
the actual evolution of the British 
Commonwealth does not encourage 
the belief that this new Rome will be 
built in q day. . 

Are we then to despair? Surely 
not. For one plain lesson of recent 
history is that world-peace does not 
depend upon constitutional forms. 
No constitutional form guarantees 
peace between USA and Britain; yet 
it is felt to be outside the pale of 
possibility that they should be at war. 
The League of Nations was richly 
endowed in constitutional forms: it 
did not even slow down the descent 
to Avernus. And it is probable that 
we have now reached a_condition— 
barely 50 years after Fashoda—in 
which war between Britain” and 
France is truly unthinkable. If we 
could, after this war. reach a position 
in which war between Russia and 
Britain was equally unthinkable, 
world-peace would not be far away. 

Anyway, it seems to us that the 
Commonwealth of Europe is an idea 
much more possible of_ realization 
than a United States of Europe, pro- 
vided that the dispositions of the 
peace-settlement are not so palpably 
unjust as to root national resentment 
so deep in popular emotions as it was 
rooted, say, in the Poles by the par- 
tition of their unhappy country. Of 
one thing we may be certain. The 
actual conduct of the war-—unbeliev- 
ably barbarous though it is—will not 
leave behind it the desire for revenge 
through war. The night of the long 
knives in Europe is terrible, and per- 
haps possible; but personal revenge 
inspired by a feeling of fierce justice 
is a generically different thing from 
the organization of totalitarian war. 
Against that colossal futility, Euro- 
pean sentiment, we believe, will be 
overwhelming. To enable this senti- 
ment to be effective not so much forms 
of close political association are re- 
quired as a common realization that 
no people must be driven to despera- 
tion, and a genera! determination that 
where help is needed, help must be 
given. That would be the beginning 
of a new political morality: it is, we 
believe, much more important and 
much more possible than a new 
political form. 


Peace News is open for the expression of all 
points of view relevant to pacifism. Articles 
in it, whether signed or unsigned, do not neces- 
sarily represent the policy of the Peace Pledge 
Union, of which it f the weekly organ. Nor 
does the acceptance of advertisements imply 
any endorsement or PPU connection with the 
matter advertised. 

Postal] subscription rates: Home: quarterly, 
8s. 8d.; yearly, 12s. Gd. Abroad: quarterly, 
Zs. 9d.; yearly, 10s. 6d, 

Displayed advertisements: Maximum size, 8 
column inches. Copy by first post Friday. 


The harmony of peace 


HE blood and iron of war and mechan- 
ization of life might seem to have left 
little of our modern world undesolated. 

But there are green patches of new growths 
in many places. I came across some of them 
in a recent journey in North Wales. 

At X, a little conservative country-town, the 
youngsters had gathered their elders together to 
Inquire “What does Christianity mean for us in 
Vicar, Minister and headmaster met 
together with farmers, teachers, clerks and young- 


X today?” 


sters to face up to it. 


The farmer with whom I stayed told me of his 
feelings of indignation and frustration, before the 
war, at seeing groups of unemployed men standing 
all the day idle with no man to hire them. After 
exhausting all the devices of blaming the Govern- 
ment and writing “Angry Rate-payer” letters to 


the Press, he came to himself and 
decided to farm for men rather than 
for profits. This meant turning over 
to market-gardening. It gave work 
to 25 unemployed men and did not in 
the end lose money. It was a little 
thing in the agricultural world, but 
it was a great thing for each of those 
men. 


His “‘separatet peace” 


While I was with him he apolo- 
gized for our having a meal in the 
farm-kitchen and explained that the 
Italian prisoners would feel hurt if 
he ceased to eat with them, 
Obviously peace had already been 
made with them; their amusement at 
his amateur Italian seemed to show 
that the gulf between master and 
labourer had also gone. His wife 
had learnt Italian sufficiently well to 
speak freely. When they had joined 
us In the farm-parlour after supper, 
she acted as interpreter of my ques- 
tions to them. They were peasants 
and olive-growers from South Italy, 
and photographs of their families 
and bambinos soon appeared. 


When I asked whether they thought 
that peace would come through 
politics or through religion, they 
vociferously denied any belief in 
politics; one of them ejaculated, 
“Only through prayer to God and 
the Saints.” 

“Which of the Saints?” I asked. 

“Saint Francis of Assissi,” was the 
prompt reply. 

As I left the farm and waved good- 
bye to the men in the field, one of 
them held his hands together in the 
attitude of prayer. 


* 


MPHE Anglican Girls’ High School 
with an archbishop as chairman 
did not seem a likely place for revo- 
lution. But it had happened none 
the less. , 

It came to the headmistress that the 
“Grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ and 
the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit” was a phrase and 
not a fact in the government and 
working sanctions of the school. 
After discussion and prayer with her 
colleagues they decided to risk it, 
and, in announcing the adventure to 
200 girls, declared that marks and 
punishments would be abandoned 
from that day. The journey was not 
an easy one; the transition from a 
Land of Bondage to a Land of 
Promise generally leads through a 
wilderness; the Matriculation results‘ 
fell alarmingly, and those who 
wanted certificates rather than char- 
acters for their children criticized 
accordingly; but a ferment of new 


PROPAGANDA BY 
PRAYER 2 


“TURING the present war the 

Church has been asked by 
various Ministries or Departments 
to set aside certain Sundays for 
prayer. 

“We had Salvage Sunday, Sani- 
tation Sunday, Savings Sunday and 
the rest, but when we were bidden 
to set aside Palm Sunday and call 
it Farm Sunday we went on strike. 


“In fact, we began to suspect 
that the purpose beh'nd these 
special days was not particularly 
prayer but propaganda. We might 
have reminded the anthills of petty 
officials armed with a little brief 
authority that the Churrh has 
observed its own Farm Sunday 


(Rogation Sunday) since the fifth 
century.” 

—The Ven. Marshall W. Selwyn, 
Archdeaeon of Bath, in Bath Abbey 
Notes. 


iife and of questioning had come 
into the school. 

The following year they took the 
leading entrance scholarships to 
Oxford for the whole country. The 
Lord Chancellor’ came to distribute 
prizes and spoke of “this famous 
school.” Nothing succeeds like 
success; money and new pupils came 
pouring in, with the. danger of 
numbers. But already the school had 
given direction to an education for 
service rather than success. 

Some of the girls were unhappy 
that the children of unemployed men 
in the town had not playing-fields 
like their own and did not rest until 
thev had collected £800 to buy them: 
nor were they content to see unem- 
ployed men working voluntarily to 
equip the fields without sharing 
dinners, of which 9,000 found their 
way to the men in the course of the 
work. And so it went on from the 
first ferment of feeling and thinking 
into action. 

* 


/J‘HE incursion of some hundreds 

’ of Irish Catholic evacuees from 
their blitzed homes into the quiet 
land of Anglesea to be billeted in 
sleepy farms was enough to cause 
disaffection on both sides, with all 
the differences of language, race, re- 
ligion and manners to divide them. 
But the mothers of the quiet village 
decided that the children were—simply 
children; for four years they had 
voluntarily prepared meals for them 
near the village school, with the result 
that the slum children have learned 
their language and their ways and 
may be seen with stick and dog and 
established in the ambition to be a 
farmer’s boy, 

This kind of creative nationalism 
demands no rights and asks no 
suffrages, but it extends its dominion 
inevitably. Wales on the map and in 
the mass may mean little to them, but 
the children will remember one green 
patch of it. 


Personal touch 


At the neighbouring town a pacifist gather- 
ing of preachers and teachers had discussed 
and decided what they should think and say, 
when a retired headmaster seemed unsatisfied 
that they were really getting down to it. “For 
myseli”—he declared—“I am trying to get 
across to the men in our local workhouse.” 

The answer to the question “When is a home 
not a home?” ig “When it is an Institution.” 
The sense of being provided for but not cared 
for or wanted by anyone is about as devast- 
ating to the sense of human peace as any con- 
dition, To bring hope to one old man in such 
desolation is a task that is as hard as ia it 
high; it is nobody’s business in particular, 
hecause it has been delegated to the Public 
Assistance Authority. It took many visits to 
persuade one old friend there that life could be 
any longer worth living. Delegation and 
organization are all very well but only person- 
alization and improvization can save a lonely 
man from despair. 


MN all the legislation and mechanisation of 
life and education, the off community-life 
and peasant culture in Wales are being de- 
stroyed. The exodus from the land has gone 
on for ‘a century, but it is an exodus to hond- 
age—from farms to factories. from crafts to 
clerkships, from scenery to the cinema, from 
locality to nationality, from neighbourliness to 
the cohorts of an anonymous proletariat and 
the mass-mind. 

The recent nationalisms of Yreland, Wales 
and Scotland are a protest of the Celt against 
“a world encircled by Brixton.’ and the pros- 
pecta of Celtic peace will be determined by the 
choice between a natural resentment and re- 
action, and a spiritual repentance and re- 
creation of a native community and culture. 
And someone, somewhere, must make a start. 
One hears much of the “back to the Jand” 
movement > one wonders—what will men do 
when they get back? 

In the mountain solitudes of Merioneth, men 
have been back at the land for centuries: they 
do all sorts of things both good and evil: but 
in one farm I found a family and friendships 
that were already creative. 


A natural life 


At the farm supper were father and mother, 
sons and daughters, an old gipav farm labourer 
and two evacuee girls from a London suburb. 
The supner was ample and excellent with little 
sense of Food Control. After supper came the 
harp, which the elder daughter plaved while 
the younger sang old Welsh penillion; fater 
the gipsy danced a clog-dance and broomstick 


Statute of Limitations - 2 


by Geo. M. LI. Davies 


In his first article, published last 
week, George Davies wrote: “There 
is a legal statute which limits the 
recovery of debts not acknowledged 
personally within seven years; there 
is also a spiritual statute which slowly 
cancels a general moral obligation 
that is not acknowledged personally 
... The acceptance of limitations is 
not the least of the renunciations of 
the pacijist who would be a peace- 
maker.” 


dance to the quick time of the stringa; the 
English girl played too, and had begun to 
Jearn the language; then the family gathered 
for family prayers, It was all naive and 
natural, the simple integration of life in all Ite 
differences—old and young, master and ger- 
vant, Welsh and English, ancient ballads and 
present prayer for the day and its need, 

The Statute of Limitation applied there too: 
“Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.” 
As I looked from my bedroom window to the 
stars and the grim summit of the mountain 
above and listened to the mountain stream in 
its rocky bed below I knew that création had 
not ended. 

“The music in my heart I bore 
Long after it was heard no more.” 


* 


I THINK it was Dan Leno’s comment on the 
: House of Commons that it needed a piano. 
If indeeg it could produce a real harmony it 
would need little enactment to make its power 
felt. The power of peace is in itself—a har- 
mony of persons to be seen and felt and ex- 
perienced like harmony in music. 

“Abt if they heard that we were come 

Into the bay, and bringing home 

That which all men have talked about, 
Some men with rage, and some with doubt, 
Some with desire, and some with praise, 
Then would the people throng the ways, 
Nor heed the outland merchandise, 

Nor any talk, from fools or wise, 

But tales of our accamplished quest.” 

“It shall come to pass in those days that ten 
men speaking the languages of the Gentiles 
shall lay hold of the mantle of him that is a 
Jew saying, ‘We will come with you, for we 
have heard that God is with you’.? 


Words of Riscke 
THE IDEAL STATE 


... There will never be a reaily 
free and enlightened State, until the 
State comes to recognize the indi- 
vidual as a ‘higher and independent 
power, from which all its own power 
and authority are derived, and treats 
him accordingly. I please myself with 
imagining a State at last which can 
afford to be just te all men, and to 
treat the individual with respect as a 
neighbour; which even would not 
think it inconsistent with its own re- 
pose, if a few were to live aloof from 
at, not meddling with it, nor embraced 
by it, who fulfilled all the duties of 
neighbours and fellow-men. A State 
which bore this kind of fruit, and 
suffered it to drop off as fast as it 
ripened, would prepare the way fora 
still more perfect and glorious State, 
which also I have imagined, but not 
yet anywhere seen. 


—Thoreau. 
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RESOURCES 


"THOSE of us who criticize the 
Government for its failure to 
produce adequate post-war plans 
know that the crux of the matter is 
not really to be found there. We 
think all the time of the disgraceful 
failure of capitalist democracy to use 
fully the talents of its citizens— 
except in total war. And, when we 
criticize, we really mean we want a 
new organization of society which 
takes full account of the individual 
contribution of each person. 

We who belong to a Union which 
both places high value on the in- 
tegrity of the individual and takes 
pride in the diversity of its member- 
ship are therefore in a favoured 
position. For we have an opportunity 
of creating a pattern of the kind of 
social organization which we consider 
desirable, The diversity in which we 
rejoice assumes proper significance 
only when it enriches fully the life of 
our movement: the unity of which we 
speak is only real if it faces up to the 
challenge of the 'Union’s diversity. 

We should not, therefore, be afraid 
of minority movements arising within 
our ranks. Nor is there reason to do 
other than encourage those who have 
a different and individual contribu- 
tion to make. Our work will prosper 
most when all our members are play- 
ins their part. We shall be most 
equipped to tackle specific jobs when 
we know what resources in personnel 
we have available. 

It is the job of the Development 
Committee to see that the resources 
are there: and to see that each 
member ,is kept in touch with the 
work of the Union as a whole, To 
that end, it is concerned to have an 
adequate record of “live” signatories, 
to maintain—through the Areas— 
a contact with the work of the 
groups, to encourage those groups 
and areas which seem to be in need 
of help, and to take the initiative in 
those districts which have no PPU 
activity. 

Development will not formulate 
policy or create a framework of 
organization "which ig independent of 
the movement’s work. It is concerned 
rather to serve the existing needs 
of the movement and to strengthen 
the bond of our fellowship. It is, 
indeed, an attempt to bring our full 
and diverse resources into the orbit of 
the Union’s present activities; and a 
necessary prelude to any post-war 


lans. 
P * # * 
This is the first of a series of monthly articles 
written by the new Development Secretary and 
dealing with various aspects of the Develop- 
ment Committee’s work. 


LETTERS 
‘‘Peace Now”’ 


J HAVE been sorry te see items in 

Peace News lately giving a very 
false impression of the goals and 
methods of the “Peace Now” Move- 
ment. 

The “Peace Now” Movement was 
organized last July by a group of 
persons (all religious pacifists) who 
had become convinced that the estab- 
lished peace organizations of this 
country were not waging an adequate 


“peace now’? campaign. Our 
objective is to reach beyond pacifist 
circles to a _ politically effective 


number of non-pacifists and to en- 
lighten them on the causes and 
possible remedies for this war, 
urging them to support demands for 
specific United Nations peace terms 
of a sort which can end the war at 
once. 

We are not isolationist, i.c., we do 
not urge US withdrawal from the 
affairs and problems of the rest of 
the world. We favour economic con- 
cessions by the US for the general 
good of thea world and her collabora- 
tion in a world-wide international 
organization. We do not favour the 
re-establishment of the pre-war 
status quo supported by United 
Nations’ military might. We do not 
favour the US making a separate 
peace, but we do favour her taking 
the initiative in challenging both 
allies and enemies to discuss peace 


at once. 
DOROTHY HUTCHINSON 
Fallsington, Pa., U.S.A. 


Negation or half-truth ? 


There has been of late much ques- 
tioning and special pleading vy 
pacifists about pacifism. There are 
those who argue for political action 
as in the Negotiated Peace and Food 
Relief campaigns, those for whom 
pacifism is a mode of living as in 
community and agriculture, those who 
are zealous for a reformed industrial 
system or economic order, those for 
whom it has a deep spiritual signifi- 
cance, and those for whom it is some- 
thing of all these things. Such a 
diversity of thought amongst those 
who call themselves pacifists is 
evidence of either a group of indl- 
viduals held loosely together by a 
common refusal to take part in war, 
or of the fact that pacifism is some- 
thing bigger than all the diverse 
aspects of it as expressed by pacifists. 

If it is the former, then, being 
a negation, it cannot long survive 
as a force in human affairs. If it is 
the latter, then it is essential that 
pacifists should find out what it is 
which makes pacifism something 
more than their own particular ex- 
pression of it. 

FREDERICK NICHOLLS. 


Flat No. 9, 
9 Lowndes St., London, S.W.1. 
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MR. FOOT ATTACKS KERSHNER 
FOOD - RELIEF PLAN 


A LETTER from Mr. Dingle Foot, 
4% Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Economic Wartare, to a 
West Country MP has just been 
made public. It is noteworthy for 
strong criticism of Dr, Kershner’s 
September broadcast. Early dis- 
eussion of Dr. Kershner’s plan in 
both Houses is probable, and these 
criticisms may be taken to fore- 
shadow determined MEW opposition 
to further extensions of food relief. 

Mr. Foot “cannot accept this docu- 
ment as wholly reliable,” and he 
makes three criticisms of it. 

* * * 


1. “On the first page Dr. Kershner states on 
the authority of the State Department that the 
Greek relief scheme is ‘of no benefit to Axis 
economy’. He goes on to say ‘I received the 
same assurance from the MEW in, London Jast 
winter’. I can only say that Dr. Kershner’s 
recollection is at fault. He never received any 
such assurance from any member of this 
Ministry.” 

Dr. Kershner’s full sentence is this: 

“Our own State Department is authority for 
the fact that the Germans do not take any of 
the 19,000 tons of food going to Greece each 
month, that the operation is of no benefit to 
Axis economy, and that it does save the Greeks. 
I received the same assurance... ” ete. 


WHAT “BENEFIT”? 


We surmise that Dr, Kershner was 
thinking of the declaration by the 
State Department in April last year: 

“Information from neutr#l sources indicates 
that food-relief supplies sent to Greece are 
heing distributed to the Greek people without 
interference by the occupation authorities, and 
that there has been no diversion of these 
supplies to the enemy.” 


The MEW has gone as far as this 
on More than one occasion. The 


State Department does not explicitly 
sav that the relief scheme as a whole 
is “of no benefit to Axis economy” 
but, in the absence of any qualifying 
remark, that is the clear implication 
of the passage just quoted. . 

Mr. Foot is hinting that there is 
“benefit”? (nevertheless his Ministry 
added a further 10,000 tons monthly 
to Greek relief) but he never says 
plainly what sort of benefit, or 
alleges definite infractions of the 
control agreements approved by the 
British Government. What is Mr: 
Foot driving at? 

* * * 

2. “Dr. Kershner refers to the operations for 
which his organization was responsible in 
France, and states that the Germans did not 
take any more food as a result of his operation. 
He omits to state, however, that he never 
operated in occupied territory, and that his 
activities were confined te Vichy France he- 
fore the entry of German treops.” 


Dr. Kershner has made it abun- 
dantly clear in many of his speeches 
and publications that his work was 
done in Vichy France before the 
oceupation of the South; but his argu- 
ment in the passage cited is clearly 
based on the assumption—which as 
we shall see was the assumption 
made by the MEW and challenged 
only by its opponents—that the 
whole of France was so far under the 
effective control of the German con- 
queror, as a result of the “collabora- 
tion” policy at Vichy, that no valid 
distinction could be drawn between 
Southern France and fully occupied 
territory as far as controlled retief 
was concerned. 

& * * 


Ways to disarmament 


The Fellowship of Reconciliation has lately 
launched a campaign for getting non-pacifists 
to form study circles or cells to investigate the 
foundations of a lasting peace. 

Their manifesto would be an admirable basis 
for such discussion if only Clause 3 were 
omitted: “The: acceptance by all nations, vic- 
tors as well as vanquished, of progressive 
measurés towards total disarmament.” 

I am myself, of course, convinced that 
nothing short of universal] disarmamert will 
ensure everlasting peace. But disarmament 
will come in three ways: 1. As a by-product 
of a less selfish attitude to other countries; 
2. By the prayers and influence of convinced 
pacifists; 3. By pressure of the need for 
money for other purposes. 

It will not come by discussing “progressive 
measures towards total disarmament.” 

(Mrs.) E, MARGARET HAINES 
Choppington Vicarage, Northumberland. 


An advertiser’s thanks 


_I advertised in your columns recently for 
discarded clothing, as a CO working on the 
land. I was surprised and deeply touched to 
receive almost immediately a parcel of clothing 
from-a Belgian CO, enclosing his compliments 
but no name and address. I bave therefore no 
means of thanking him. I shall be very glad 
if you would kindly spare space in your paper 
for this letter to express my very great thanks. 

FRED MILNE 


1 Sheep Pen Cottage, 
Westdean, Seaford, Sussex. 


3. “Dr. Kershner goes on to say: ‘We should 
have been feeding at least 2,000,000 children in 
Southern France alone but we were not per- 
mitted to bring food through the blockade. 
This forced us to limit the number of children 
fed to 100,000, imposing upon us the ternble 
necessity of deciding which children should ‘eat 
and which should starve’. He omits to state 
that, when Vichy France was unoceupied; 
shiploads of relief foodstuffs were permitted to 
pass through -the blockade consigned to the 
American Red Cross.” te 


And Mr. Foot adds the final com- 
ment, “You will see from ~ the 
examples I have given that’ the 
leaflet is, to say the least of it, in- 
complete.” So is Mr. Foot’s own 
comment! 

He omits to state that only two shipmenta of 
wheat and one or two more of milk ang 
medical supplies were permitted to pase the 
blockade between January and March, 1941, 
and that the determined opposition of: Bis 
Ministry then prevented the passage of further 
supplies. Vichy France was treated ag occu- 
pied territory, despite misgivings in America. 
(For the full story see “Famine Over Europe,” 
pp. 103-21.) The American Red Cross wap 
certainly never in a position to feed 2,000,000 
children, even for a time. It is doubtful 
whether they could for long have fed: 100,000 
on the supplies available through the Hlockade, 

In short, Mr. Foot makes three lawyer's 
points and says not a word about the Kershney 
Plan itself. Food-relief campaigners wil) do 
well to recognize the delaying tactics of: the 
Ministry as such,.and to refuse to be sider 
tracked from the main issue. »¢ 


CLASSIFIED 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


Movement. 


CHRIST, THE Communist, is the 
new pamphlet issued by the Kingdom 
Post free together with 


JOIN Victory Corresponden 
genial pen-friends. Stamp. 


YOUNG C.O. seeks position. Unis 


ce Club, 


84 Honeywell Rd., S.W.11, for con-|¥ersity education, knowledge of gem 


graphy, economics, Janguages, Would 
do social work. Box 450. 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 

TERMS: Cash with order, except 
tor series bookings. Copy by Monday. 
2d. per word, minimum 2s. 6d. (Box 
No. 6d. extra.) Maximum length: 66 
words. Addresg for Box No. replies: 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


Owing to pressure on space we 
reserve the right to hold over adver- 
tisementa and to limit the frequency 
of continuing advertisements. 

When corresponding with PN about 


an advertisement, quote its first 
words, classification, and date. 


ACCOMMODATION 


FOR ALL PROPERTIES to he let 
or sald in N.W. London and districts, 
apply to McCraith and Brooks, Auc- 
tioneers and Surveyors, 44 Market 
Place, N.W.11 (Speedwell 9888, 5 
Hines), who will give special attention 

_ to the requirements of pacifists. 


COUNTRY ACCOMMODATION 
(preferably farm) required by couple 
and baby (18 months) for fortnight 
during August, convenient distance 
from London, Pickering, 7 Sunbury 
Ave., N.W.7. 


YOUNG COUPLE, marrying goon, 
urgently require unfurnished flat, 
Palmers Green district. Box 449. 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Re- 
form Vegetarian Guest House for 
happy holidays or restful recupera- 
tion; all modern comforts. A. and K. 
S. Ludlew, The Briars, Crich, Matlock 
(Station: Ambergate; Tel. Ambergate 
44). 


EDUCATIONAL 


FIND RECREATION and new 
power to serve through speaking and 
writing. Correspondence {also visit) 
Jessons 6s., classes 1s. 6d. Dorothy 
Matthews, B.A., 32 Primrose Hill Rd., 
London, N.W.2. 


FOR SALE AND WANTED 


TYPEWRITERS: bought, gold, re- 
paired; special terms to pacifists. 
Caok, The Mount, Noak Hill, Rom- 
ford, Essex. 

BEST PRICES GIVEN for un- 
wanted postage stamps. Send your 
collection to me now and receive an 
immediate cash payment. Philatelist, 
22 North Gardner Street, Hyndland, 
Glasgow. 

LAMB BRAND typewriter ribbons. 
Cleanest, clearest, longest, 3s. 64d. 
each, postage paid; 10s. three; 18s. 
6d. six. Name models, colours, Peace 
News. Hardman and Sons, 15 Pros- 
pect Place, Preston. 

ALLYSOL—After 5,000 years a 
way has been found to remove from 
garlic its intolerable smell. Get to 
know Allysel healing liquid, tablets, 
and sweet-smelling garlic ointment. 
Send for booklets about garlic. Please 
refer to advert. in this issue. 


RONEO ROTARY duplicator for 
sale (London district). Box 446. 


RE-USE ENVELOPES—with Peace 
News economy labels. 1s. for 100, 8s. 
for 1,000. Order from your local dis- 
tributer or direct from PN Office. 


LAND AND COMMUNITY 


PACIFIST COUPLE seek place in 
community. Any part of country. 
Considerable experience of community 
living. Box 439. 


LITERATURE. ete. 

ARE YOU interested in inter- 
national war resistance? Groups are 
invited to write to the War Resistera’ 
International, 11 Abbey Rd., Enfield, 
Middlesex, for specimen literature 
describing the International’s activi- 
ties. The W.R.I. can also supply 
speakers to address P.P.U. and other 
pacifist groups on its work. 


ADVERTISEMENTS NOT ACCOM- 
PANIED BY CASH WILL NOT BE 
INSERTED—SEE OUP TERMS 


previous literature 6d. from Secretary, 
21 Poplar Grove, New Malden. 
QUAKERISM. Information and 
literature respecting the Faith and 
Practice of the Religious Society of 
Frieads, free on application to the 
Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
pio House, Euston Rd., London, 


MEETINGS. etc. 
ALDERMAN JAMES Bugby will 


address the Northampton Breakfast 
on Sun., Jun. 4. “What of the 
Future?” Friends’ Meeting House, 


Wellington St., 8.30. 

WEST WALES Area Meeting at 
Friends’ Meeting House, Swansea, 
Sat., Jun. 3, at 2.30 p.m. 

CROYDON. GEORGE St. Congre- 
gational Church Hall. Jun. 1, 7.30 
p-m., Friends Relief Service Films. 
James Legge, Barbara Duncan Harris, 


INDEPENDENT LABOUR Party. 
London Federation. International 
dance, Sat.. Jun. 8, at Large Conway 
Hall, Red Lion Square, W.C.1, 7.30- 
10.30. Light refreshments. Admission 
by ticket only (26. 6d.) from 318 
Regent’s Park Rd., N.3. 

BRISTOL: FRIENDS’ Meeting 
House, Broadweir. Wed., May 31, at 
7 p.m. Henry Hilditch on “Victory— 
or peace?” 


PERSONAL 
CONTACT CORRESPONDENCE 
CLUB. A satisfactory medium for 


those desiring congenial pen-friend- 
ships. Particulars, stamp, Secy., PN 
19 Ty Fry Gardens, Rumney, Cardiff 

C.0., 28, urgently requires small 
loan for starting market garden and 
fruit farm on own land. Fullest de- 
tails, and good return given. Box 431. 

GUIDE TO Christian living: social 
reconstruction demands personal reli- 


gion: religious questions answered. 
Postal course, free books, John 
pocniel. 192 Oakley St., London, 
-W.8. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


It is impossible to confirm satis- 
factory conditions of employment in 
all posts advertised in Peace News. 
Applicants who are in any doubt are 
recommended to consult the Pacifist 
Service Bureau, 6 Endsleigh Street, 
W.C.1, which will often he able to 
give useful advice. 


COWMAN WANTED ito take 
charge of small herd, Cottage in 
village adjoining Northampton. Jones,. 
Gt. Houghton Grange, Northampton. 

WANTED: ASSISTANT Pacifist 
Service Bureaw; shorthand-typing; 
part-time considered, Apply Dick 
Sheppard House, Endsleigh Street, 
London, W.C.1. 


WANTED AT once for market 
gardening, keen, energetic man. 
Comfortable, friendly home. Heas- 
man, “Selworthy,” Kennel Lane, 


Billericay, Essex, 


YOUNG MAN requires work; used 
to general engineering, but anything 
considered. London or West of Eng. 
land preferably. Box 451. 

C.0. REQUIRES general farm 
work; two years’ experience, able 
drive tractor, married, cottage essen 


tial. Box 452. 

REGISTERED ARCHITECT. Ex 
perienced houses, shops, and flat 
design. War damage. R. Sparrow, 
ea 134 Regent’s Park Rd.. 
3. ' 


WOMAN PACIFIST (50) requires 
work, Household (responsible post}, 
office, outdoor (trained poultry 
worker), or would caretake week-end 
cottage. Box 453. 


MISCELLANEOUS 
GROUP MEDITATION (London), 
Yoga and Heard-Huxley theories, 
Active proponents, write Bragg, Mers 
ville, 106 Tulse Hill, S.W.2. HW 


FARM WORKER reauired. Cottage. 
Heffer, Kiln Farm, Bragenham, 
Leighton Buzzard. 

WANTED: PROGRESSIVE person. 
for printing on community basis, ex- 
perience advantage, not essential, if, 
willing and adaptable. Box, 447. | 

WANTED IMMEDIATELY: 
married C.O.. intelligent, experienced, ' 
for farm 48 acres. 2 arable, rear 
pedigree. Jerseys, milk several cows. 
work spirited horses, general farm 
work, casual help. Wife to work 
several hofrs in house. ‘Furnished 
cottage in grounds (5-roomed). Mrs. 
Spencer-Watson, Dunshay Manor, 
Langton Matravers, Dorset. Corfe 
Castle 252. 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTE! 


DUPLICATING—100 copies, quarto. 
4g. 6d., postage extra. Also experi 
typing. Winifred Jeweil Typewriting 
Office, 8 Lammas Park Gardens 
Ealing. Phone Ealing 1645. 

YOUNG MAN (23) wants humani- 
tarian work: Inter. R.I.B.A.; hospital 
and hostel-school experience. Box 448. 


INSTITUTE PSYCHOLOGY, Ken- 
sington. Lectures every Tuesday. 7 
p-m. Philosophy, genuine social intro 
ductions. Consultations all problems: 
Western 8935. : 
NATURE-CURE TREATMENT o! 
disease (including eyes). Reginalg J, 
Bailey, M.S.F., N.C.P., Osteopath and 
Naturopath, 1384 Hoppers Rd., Winch- 
more Hi}], N.21. (Ex-Maidstone C.Q.)* 
Consultations by appointment. Postay 
advice given. Palmers Green 7868, . 
PRESTWICK, LARGS: Universal 
Friendship League Holiday Rooma; 
comfortable beds, excellent cooking 
facilities, garden, homeliness, Coyre- 
spondence: health, love, marriage, 
Lecture, 8, Wed., May 31, “My fight 
for freedom.” Originality, psycho-" 
logy, naturopathy, court trial. Kath- 
arine MacDonald, naturopathic psych- 
ologist, 6 Lansdowne Crescent: Glas- 
gow. ; 


Are you a regular reader of Peace 
News? If not, write to 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4, and we will arrange for you 
to be supplied every week. 
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Money plan will limit post-war trade 


OBSERVER’ CONTINUEI 


experts, which grows more obscure by. 
elucidation. Sir John Anderson. (May 
18) “cleared up a possible ambiguity” 
in his statement of May 10. In this he 
amended his former declaration that 
the agreement did not prevent Britain 
from ‘entering into “reciprocal trade 
agreements,” by altering it to “recip- 
rocal arrangements.” 

“IT haye particularly in mind the monetary 
reid, since the monetary plan does not and 
gana, nat impose any restrictions outside that 

eid. 

That seems to indicate that, in Sir 
John’s ‘view, money and goods are 
utterly different. This is reinforced 
by Lord Keynes, who speaks not from 
but with the horse’s mouth, in a letter 
to The Times (May 20): 

“Since the monetary proposals are concerned 
only with currency, they involve no commit- 
ments about commercial arrangements.” 

Though to argue with Lord Keynes 
on economics is to invite annihilation, 
L must reckon this a sophistry. 
Though a currency agreement does 
not commit a country concluding it to 
a‘detailed commercial agreement, it 
surely does very drastically limit that 
country’s freedom of action in making 
commercial agreements. A monetary 
agreement defines the limits within 
which trade policy can be freely 
chosen. 


Trade problem remains 


FUOWEVER, let us listen to Lord 
Keynes. Under the scheme, he 
says: 

“We shall all be free, having sold our ex- 
ports in one country, ta spend the proceeds in 
any other country.” 

Since the problem is to sell our ex- 
ports in any country at all, and to sell 
50 per cent. more than before, the 
monetary agreement does not help 
any. But, say Lord Keynes and Sir 
John, it does not hinder. Is that really 
true? If Britain has to sell her ex- 
yee for an international currency, 

er chances of selling them are vastly 
reduced from what they would be if 
she were willing to accept for them 
a currency valid only for purchases 
from the importing country. < 

Perhaps Lord Keynes would admit 

o much. But, he would say, if bi- 

ateral trade agreements continue: 

“Warewell.to London as an_ inter- 
national centre!”—meaning, of course, 
a centre: of international finance. 
“Farewell, a long farewell to all my 
greatness!” in fact. I don’t know 
whether I should weep over it, even 
though Lord Keynes tells me T ought 
to. But neither Lord Keynes, nor Mr. 
Lyttleton; nor Lord Selborne, nor Mr. 
Cordell Hull, nor anybody else has 
supplied the answer to the question: 

ow is Britain to increase her export 
trade by 50 per cent.? 


impotent I.L.0. 


WT is the convention—on grounds 
* which I do not clearly understand 
-—to lavish praise on the ILO, Per- 
haps emotion endowed it with sanctity 
because it was the one survival of the 
wreck of the League. But to me it 
never seemed to be anything more 


DEPUTATION TO DOMINION 


PREMIERS ? 


While the Prime Ministers of Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand are in this 
country ‘the Central Board-for COs 
has asked them individually to receive 
a deputation of two or three officers 
of the Board to discuss the position 
of COs in those countries. 


NEGOTIATED PEACE CAMPAIGN 
IN:MANCHESTER 


Henry Hilditch, organizer of the PPU Nego- 
tiated Peace Campaign, visifed Manchester on 
May 9-10. At a meeting of pacifists on May 9, 
organized by Manchester ‘Peace by Agree- 
ment’? Committee, general support’ for the 
Campaign was expressed. Mr, Hilditch sug- 
gested the possibility of organizing a National 
“Negotiated Peace’’ Week on the occasion of 
the fifth anniversary of the outbreak of war- 
(Sep. 3) if sufficient support was forthcoming 
rom the membership. 

Qn May 10 a crowd of over 160 people 
fistened attentively for two hourg when Mr. 
Hilditch spoke and answered questions on 
“Peace by Negotiation” at Platt Fields Park. 
Although this was the first open-air meeting to 
be held in Manchester on the subject the atten- 
dance exceeded all expectations and it was 
obvious that many of those present were in 
substantial agreement with the views put 
forward. Ald. Titt, a former Lord Mayor of 
Manchester, and several British and American 
soldiers, attended the meeting. 


“Seed of Chaos,” Vera Brittain’s new_book 
on the Government’s bombing policy, is being 
reprinted, the first edition having been ex- 
hhausted. Orders may still be sent to the PPU 
Bookshop, for delivery when the second edition 
fa available. 


than a well-endowed research bureau, 
registering innumerable international 
conventions, which were very rarely 
implemented by the Governments. It 
flourished, because it was impotent: 
a shop-window to satisfy the inter- 
nationalists. 

Its recent conference at Philadel- 
phia was, to my jaundiced eye, no 
improvenfent. As the New English 
Weekly (May 18) points out, it ex- 
cluded the Argentine delegation on 
the ground that their trades unions 
were under government control, while 
it deplored the absence of a delegation 
from Russia, which declined in spite 
of pressing and repeated invitation. 
This obedience to the dictates of 
Allied war-diplomacy is a poor per- 
formance for an organ of the League 
of Nations. 

In the same spirit, Sir Frederick 
Leggett, as head of the British dele- 
gation, refused to discuss the German 
question without the permission of the 
Government. It made up for this 
sycophancy by a pious and full-blown 


declaration of Rights—affirming— 
“The right of all human beings, irrespective 
of race, creed or sex, to pursue their material 
well-being and their spiritual development in 
conditions of freedom and dignity, and of 
economic security and eaual opportunity.” 


Future of France 


TPRUSTWORTHY evidence of con- 
ditions in metropolitan France is 
dificult to get, for obvious reasons. 
Less understandable is the dearth of 
reliable information from North 
Africa, though the rigour of the cen- 
sorship counts for much. One wel- 
comes, therefore, an article by Mr. 
Raymond Mortimer in The New 
Statesman (May 20). 
Mr. Mortimer has just spent five 
weeks in North Africa under the aus- 
pices of: the British Council. Here are 


some of his judgments. First, on de 
Gaulle. “Now that de Gaulle has a 
Chamber to deal with, his abilities are 
more conspicuous than ever.” Second, 
on Franco-American relations, “There 
seems a danger that the average 
American soldier in North Afriea will 
become .a rabid isolationist.” Third, 
Mr. Mortimer’s experiences in North 
Africa have confirmed his faith in the 
astonishing yrecuperative power of 


France: 

“More than ever I am persuaded that if our 
two peoples are not joined in the closest 
friendship, we sha]l each dwindle into a mere 
satellite upon some more multitudinous nation, 
and that the Western European tradition of 
respect for the individual will at least for a 
time disappear from the earth.” 


With that I cordially agree. 


Gandhi’s intentions 


MER. Gandhi has offered to meet Mr. 
+" Jinnah, and the two will meet in 
Bombay early in June. The original 
letter of cordial response to Mr. Jin- 
nah’s invitation was written a year 
ago, but was stopped by the Govern- 
ment of India. The Manchester 
Guardian (May 19) reports that Mr. 
Gandhi’s choice of Bombay for his 
residence after his release was pur- 
posely made in order to” meet Mr. 
Jinnah who, he knew, would be visit- 
ing Bombay in June. Mr. Gandhi’s 
letter concludes: 

“One thing I had better mention. There 
seems to be an ‘if’? about your invitation. Do 
you say I should write only if I have changed 
my heart? God alone knows men’s hearts. I 
would like you to take me as I am. 

“Why should not both you and I approach 
the great question of communal unity as men 
determined on finding a common solution, and 
work together to,make our solutio« acceptable 
to all who are concerned with it or who are 
interested in it?” 

Unfortunately, the Manchester 
Guardian (May 28) reports from 
India that it is doubtful whether Mr. 
Jinnah will accept the invitation. 


““SPARE OUR 
CIVILIANS ” 


An appeal from France 


French Cardinals and Archbishops 
have sent an appeal to the American 
and British episcopate to intercede 
with their Governments “in order that 
the French and European civil popu- 


lations may be spared as far’ as 
possible” in Allied, air raids. 

“We think it would be possible to 
take greater care in distinguishing 
between military and non-military 
objectives,” they say. ‘ 

Reporting the appeal on May 15, the Daily 
Mail said that the BBC had broadcast a warn- 
ing on the previous day to the people of Hurope 
to move away from the vicinity of all im- 
portant railway and industrial installations. 
On May 18 the Commander of the French Air 
Force in Britain, broadcasting to France from 
the US transmitter in Britain, answered the 
church leaders’ appeal by saying that great. 
care was taken to bomb only chosen objectives. 
When the defence is weak bombs rarely go 
astray, he claimed. 


KURT EISNER’S ASSASSIN 
To the Editor 

I am grateful for your little note (PN, Mar. 
17) commemorating the 25th anniversary of 
my father’s assassination. Count Arco-Vally, 
who is mentioned in Stefan Lorant’s book, “I 
was Hitler’s prisoner,” was a fellow-prisoner 
of Lorant. The Count was not a Nazi member. 
FREIA EISNER 

4 Old Mill Cottages, Long Road, Cambridge. 


ROLLAND IS STILL ALIVE 


A report of thé death of Romain Rolland, 
the 78-year-old French writer, is shown to be 
untrue by a cable from Locarno, Switzerland, 
received by Mr. Gandhi on Monday (according 
to Tuesday's Manchester Guardian). The cable 
was sent by Prof. Edmond Privat, an old 
friend of Mr. Gandhi, and read: ‘‘Romain 
Rolland well, Love from ug both.” 

Last October the German News Agency 
reported Rolland’s death and 4 Swiss message 
said he had been in a German concentration 
camp, 


A European view of ‘Unconditional Surrender’”’ 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


with liberty, and fascism with 
tyranny. 

But since the occupation of North 
Africa and Southern Italy, and the 
gradual and cynical abandonment of 
the principles for which it was so 
loudly proclaimed this war was being 
fought, the truth is slowly becoming 
manifest. 

The Italians’ apathy and cynicism 


have become contagious and are 
spreading like a plague. Our leaders 
themselves are infected, and no 


longer try to hide their real aims, or 
to hold Germany and Hitler respon- 
sible for all the world’s calamities. 
No longer is it necessary to accuse 
the (Germans of having started the 
bombing of civilians. On the contrary 
we gloat about doing it much better 
than they ever did, and no longer 
hide the fact that we started it. Then 
we declare that “lack of effective co- 
operation between Great Britain and 
America was one of the main causes 
of the breakdown of the economic 
system in the Western Democracies 
between 1929 and 1989, and one cause 
of the outbreak of the second world 
war.” (Robert Boothby, MP, in The 
Observer, Apr. 16.) 


Clash was inevitable 


Other similar declarations will 
probably follow. and in the end the 
bewildered mancin-the-street will 
desperately ask himself: “But why— 
why then are we fighting this war?” 
The common people will at last realize 
that the clash between the two oppos- 
ing social and economic systems had 
become inevitable and that all the 
talk about fighting for principles was 
pure humbug, an expedient invention 
to stir up popular feeling. 

So, too, are the stories about Ger- 
man atrocities. Nobody ‘will deny 
that atrocities have been committed 
by Germans, but to represent the 
whole German people as a nation of 
murderers is to reveal an absolute 
lack of moral conceptions, for it is 
intended to provoke the kind of un- 
reasoning hatred capable of com- 
mitting precisely these invented 
crimes. 

When at last it is realized that this 
war is nothing but a growing disease 
of humanity, the end of a period in 
our history and the birth-pangs of a 
new world-order, people may at last 
stop and reflect whether enough blood 
has not already been shed, arid 
whether “victory” will not bring more 
suffering than the war itself? 

If the Germans are to be driven 


back behind the Rhine, by a process 
of slow retreat from one town to 
another, and of applying the “scorched 
earth” policy over the whole of 
Western Europe, the consequences 
will be disastrous indeed, not only for 
Europe itself but also for Britain. 

All the European countries form 
one economic chain, and the destruc- 
tion of one link will prove equally 
disruptive of the others, Britain 
included. A defeated and ruined 
Germany will take up communism 
where it was abandoned by Russia 
and so fulfil Trotsky’s prophecy. 


Europeans’ view 


To talk about restoring democracy 
on the. Continent, is to show an utter 
Jack of knowledge of the real situa- 
tion, On the Continent peonlé are 
tired of democracy, for it has become 
synonymous with rottenness and 
corruption, “an exploitation of the 
many by the few, in the interests of 
the few.” Ali that people want is a 
strong government that will restore 
order and justice, and give them 
peace, bread and security. 

In a world where production produces un- 
employment‘ and plenty creates famine, there 
is definitely something wrong, and it is abso- 
lutely senseless to make one man responsible 
for it. Democracy has utterly failed to give 
the worker a decent standard of living. 
Fascism has equally failed. 

The Allies have nothing to offer to the Euro- 
pean peoples but the negative solution of 
destroying German National-Socialism. But 
military victory is not an end in itself, 

German National-Socialism had become a 
menace to the small European nations by its 
aggressive spirit. Such is the normal develop- 
ment of any new and successful system. But 
at the end of five years of war is there any 
greater security for the small nations, now 
that Germany has been weakened and her 
defeat become a possibility? On the contrary, 
jt is stated bluntly that the independence and 
sovereignty of small nations have become 
things of the past. This is precisely what the 
Nazis told them four years ago; because they 
refused to accept it, hundreds of thousands of 
their people laid down their lives. 4 4 

This war is a clash between_the lingering 
past and the impatient future. Our democratic 
leaders, who perceive the turning of the tide, 
cling desperately to their senseless hope that 
by prolonging the war something will turn up 
to save their system from destruction. That is 
why no concrete peace proposals are made, 
and the struggle is needlessly prolonged. That 
is why they will be held responsible by history 
and theirspeoples for this useless bloodshed. 

. 


To avoid another war 


* Unconditional surrender of Germany means 
chaos for Europe. All those who knew the 
German people just before the war know that 
Germany will never give in. She will fight to 
the bitter end if no just peace proposals are 
made. The German people are fighting with 
the svirit that was Britain’s in 1940. 

Judging by alj the lessons of history, the 
next “last war’’ will be one between the Anglo- 
Saxon world and Russia; and nothing on earth 
will prevent an injured Germany from seizing 
her chance at that moment. 

It should by now be clear to everyone that 
the politicians who started this war and pre- 


tend to be leading it have themselves become 
the slaves of the destructive powers they have 
let loose, and are no longer in a position to 
control them. How in such circumstances dare 
they talk about controlling the future of the 
world for years to come? 

Unless people everywhere wake up and them- 
selves take control of their future, they will be 
deceived again and again by those who pretend 
to be leading them and wilfully mislead them. 

Victory is the most dangerous of poisons. 
Only a just and righteous peace can save 
humanity in the next generation from a new 
and far worse calamity. 


By C. E.M. JOAD 


“Present Position of 
Conscientious Objection” 


(2d.; by post 3d.) 
C.B.C.0., 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


won't buy my Romany 

me 6 Health Secreta: I give 
z them Free in MY 
BOOK worth its 
- weight in gold. Send 
only 1d. 
Gypay Petulengro (Dept. 
5 Heathcote Road, Boscombe, 
Bournemouth. 
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THE HEALING POWER 
OF GARLIC 


A herbal remedy with 
5000 years of history 


“Hf garlic is not a universal remedy anda 
renewer of health and youth, it appears 
at least to come nearer to that dream 
than any known thing given by nature 
for the use of man.”’” 


Rheumatism and Catarrh dissolved 
at their root 
Get to know ALLYSOL, the healing 
and purifying power of garlic with- 
out the garlic smell 
ALLYSOL imparts NO TAINT to 
breath or person 


Send stamps 5d. for TWO 24-page 
Booklets of Life-conserving information 
CUT THIS OUT AND SAVE IT 

‘(special reason) 
GARLIC DEODORISED ANTISEPTICS Lid. 
K Watermill Lane, Fairlight, Sussex 
— 4 ee 
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